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HUMANITIES AND 
SOCIAL SCIENCES 
History and Political Science 




World Languages and Cultures 
Navigating the Tensions Between 
American Religion And Politics 
This summer, McKenzie Melvin, 
a junior double major in global 
studies and Spanish, was selected 
to be a Hertog Foundation Summer 
Course Fellow in Washington, D.C. 
The highly competitive fellowship 
allowed her to engage in a two­
week intensive study of Religion 
and Political Science, as well as 
network with several prominent 
speakers from American institutions 
and previous government admin­
istrations. Studying with professors 
from Yale and Carleton College, 
Melvin was able to continue to ex­
plore the political, moral and phil­
osophical questions she has been 
investigating in her course work 
and independent studies with Dr. 
Jim Josefson. The questions Melvin 
and other Hertog Fellows explored 
included: "What is the role of reli­
gion in a liberal democracy?" "How 
has the American experience been 
exceptional, and is the decline in re­
ligious affiliation, especially among 
younger generations, a cause for 
concern?" "What are the limits of 
religious tolerance and liberty in a 
diverse society?" 
Melvin said, "Participating in 
the Hertog Foundation's Summer 
Course Program allowed me to 
connect with an impeccable group 
of undergradu­
ate and graduate 
students from all 
over the world in 
order to engage 







and politics. I was 
encouraged to 
take on different 
perspectives and 
question my understanding of how 
a responsible citizenry should navi­
gate the tension between American 
religion and politics through sem­
inar-style, student-led discussions. 
Attending this program deepened 
my desire to study politics, reli­
gion, and the philosophy behind 
them both with the intention to 
share what I learn with the rest of 
the world, so that individuals may 
become better at navigating such 
social and political conflicts as active 
citizens of our republic." 
MESSAGE FROM THE DIVISION HEAD 
Dear Alumni: 
The common adage is that there are 
two things a person should never talk 
about in polite company-religion and 
politics. But at Bridgewater, we pride 
ourselves on our ability to embrace 
those difficult conversations and contin­
ually learn from one another in and out 
of the classroom. I am sure you remem­
ber with great fondness the late-night 
debates you had with your college 
roommates. You likely recall the depth 
and richness of seminar discussions 
with classmates and professors on how 
to be moral beings in contemporary 
society. Those conversations continue 
with a new generation of Bridgewater 
students who are at once curious and 
ambitious to influence the future. In 
this newsletter, you will read about a 
new program designed to educate 
professionals who help make their 
communities both safe and just places 
to live. You will witness the collaborative 
spirit of students and faculty engaged 
in joint research concerned with ques­
tions of freedom, tolerance, and equity. 
Students and faculty at Bridgewater 
College continue to respect the diverse 
perspectives that emerge in these 
discussions and are willing to share 
their positions with both conviction and 
humility. I invite you to come back to 
campus, to reconnect, and engage in 
these conversations with us. 
Betsy 
Dr. Harriett Hayes 
hhayes@bridgewater.edu 
Sociology Announces New Partnerships and Programs 
The Department of Sociology is pleased to announce 
a new affiliation with the Central Shenandoah Criminal 
Justice Training Academy. Students in the crime and justice 
program have the opportunity to participate in an 18-
week practicum in law enforcement during the spring and 
May Term of their senior year. Eligible students will gain 
pre-employment training at the academy, allowing them 
to complete both their bachelor degree and law enforce­
ment training by graduation. Bridgewater's sociology and 
crime and justice program has a strong reputation among 
area law enforcement agencies and has produced profes­
sionals who are skilled at intercultural communication, able 
to de-escalate conflict, and mindful of the social forces 
that increase and mitigate crime. 
While the partnership at the Academy affords those 
students interested in law enforcement a chance to accel­
erate their training, the College's new master of science in 
psychology-mental health professions (MSPsy) will offer 
students traditionally interested in social work the oppor­
tunity to become qualified mental health professionals. Ex­
amining why crime occurs and how our society responds 
has enabled Bridgewater alumni to work in a number of 
related fields, including probation, parole, diversion and 
re-entry. 
Dr. Tim Brazill, advisor of the crime and justice program, 
will teach courses in the new master of science in psychol­
ogy program, and he has been integral in establishing the 
partnership with the Central Shenandoah Criminal Justice 
Training Academy. In addition, the Department of Sociol­
ogy will be home to the Field Director for the master's in 
psychology. This new hire will supervise graduate stu­
dents' internships and simultaneously serve undergradu­
ate students engaged in social work field placements. 
Dr. Benjamin D. Albers, Associate Professor of Sociology, has been appointed Chair of the 
Department of Sociology. 
Dr. Jacob Graham earned tenure and was promoted to Associate Professor of Philosophy and 
Religion in the spring of 2019. 
Dr. Jim Josefson was promoted to Professor of Political Science in the spring of 2019. 
Dr. Grace Martin, Assistant Professor of World Languages and Cultures, has been appointed the 
new director of the FILA Seminar and Portfolio program. 
STUDENT RESEARCH AND PRESENTATION 
This summer three students in the 
Humanities and Social Science Division 
were awarded The Research Experi­
ence@ Bridgewater (TREB) summer 
grants to fund research with faculty. 
Dr. Bobbi Gentry, Assistant Professor 
of Political Science, supervised two 
TREB projects. Luke Morgan, a senior 
political science major with a business 
administration minor, examined "The 
Relationship between Evangelical 
Christianity, Political Ideology, and 
Values." lyad Hmidat, senior political 
science and economics double major, 
also worked with Gentry to study 
"Anti-BDS Leg­
islation: What 
Motivates it on 





es and Cultures, 
invited Tyler 
Townsend, a lyad Hmrdat
senior history and political science 
major with a 
Sydney Cook, a junior Spanish and 
concentration 
in German 
studies, to work 
with her on the 
project, "Art Is 
and Remains 






a Rare Thing: 
Alfred Doblin 
Drama through 
a Marxist Lens." 
Dbblin is con­
sidered one of 
to trgac e w , 
anqL g 






to the Alpha 
Mu Gamma 
National 
the most influential German writers of Convention at the College of Mount 
Saint Vincent in Riverdale, N.Y. Their 
presentation, "Using Creative Writing 
to Engage World Language Learners," 
was based on the variety of creative 
writing they completed in Dr. Grace 
Martin's SPAN-315: Creative Writing 
and Fan Fiction course the previous 
spring. Dr. Chris James, faculty advisor 
of BC's Alpha Mu Gamma chapter, 
accompanied Cook and Wareham to 
the conference. 
the 20th centu­
ry, although he 






Grass and Franz 
Kafka. 
FACULTY SUMMER RESEARCH 
Several faculty in the division 
traveled in order to carry out their 
research this summer. Dr. Geraldine 
Poppke Suter, Instructor in World 
Languages and Cultures, spent the 
month of June in Berlin working on 
her book manuscript, Almost Poetic: 
Alfred 06blin's Subversive Theater. 
Dr. Mwizenge Tembo, Professor of 
Sociology, spent most of the summer 
about an hour outside of Lusaka in 
the Chongwe area of Zambia. Tembo 
is establishing a sustainable model 
village on 123 acres of natural savan­
nah wilderness land. He intends to 
conduct an ethnographic study of 
the enduring and dependable social 
networks in the village. Meanwhile, 
Dr. Kevin Pallister, Assistant Professor 
of Political Science, spent two weeks 
in Guatemala City investigating the 
use of social media in Guatemalan 
political campaigns. He was able to 
attend five campaign events and 
observed general campaign adver­
tising. 
After he was awarded a compet­
itive National Endowment in the 
Humanities Summer Grant, as well as 
a Humboldt grant and Hal Rothman 
environmental history grant, 
Dr. Martin Kalb, Assistant Professor of 
History, was able to travel to Namibia 
where he explored environmental 
history and German imperialism in 
Southwest Africa. In addition, he en­
gaged in archival work in the Bunde­
sarchiv in Berlin-Lichterfelde and the 
colonial Africa library in Frankfurt. 
Dr. Mahan Ellison, Associate Pro­
fessor of World Languages and 
Cultures, and Dr. Brandon Marsh, 
Associate Professor of History, spent 
their summers preparing for their 
respective sabbaticals. Ellison was 
invited to present his work in Agadir, 
Morocco, at the First International 
Congress of the Morocco Association 
of Iberian and lberoamerican Stud­
ies held in April. He also received a 
faculty research grant that enabled 
him to spend time doing archival re­
search in Madrid. Ellison is exploring 
the commodification of human lives, 
memories, culture and gender in war 
economies and uses Spain as a case 
study. Marsh also spent time at the 
National Archives of the United King­
dom to continue his historical study 
of British personnel employed by 
the Pakistani government between 
independence in 1947 and the first 
military coup d'etat in 1958. 
Josefson and Kishida Publish Books 
Dr. Jim Josefson, Professor of Political Science, has pub­
lished two books in the last year. The first, Political Philos­
ophy In the Moment: Narratives of Freedom from Plato 
to Arendt, offers 11 short stories which take the reader 
on a creative jour­
ney though historical 
political philosophy 
to Hannah Arendt's 
turn toward "the 
moment." His sec­
ond book, Hannah 
Arendt's Aesthetic 
Politics: Freedom and 
the Beautiful, helps 
us face the contem­
porary crisis of public 
reason. In this text, 
Josefson explores Ar­
endt's conception of "the moment" by linking her ideas of 
the aesthetic dimension of philosophy to Immanuel Kant's 
conceptions of judgment. 
Dr. Yuka Hiruma Kishida's scholarship is rooted in a 
desire to "uncover the subjective experience of non­
elites" and "explore grassroots transnational activities." 
Her new book, Kenkoku University and the Experience of 
Pan-Asianism: Education in the Japanese Empire, ex­
plores Japanese imperialism and the wartime ideology 
of Pan-Asianism through the experiences of students at 
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viated as Kendai) 
in the Manchukuo 
(Manchuria) re-
gion of China from 
1938 to 1945. Using 
archival research,
the book examines 
the meaning of 
Pan-Asianism in the 
daily life of students 
drawn from Japa­
nese, Chinese, Korean, Taiwanese, Mongolian and Russian 
backgrounds. Kishida notes in her introduction, "Contem­
plating the meaning of ethnic harmony in their everyday 
life, Kendai students tackled a difficult question of whether 
their emerging sense of ethnic nationalism and Pan-Asian-
ism could coexist." 
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